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|a word of It outsifle. Upder these cir-
| Fumstances there was naturally no pub-
|!|rr advert$ing of the periodie conlests,
| hut thers were certaln bulletin-boasda
an 4he streel corners, where private
tips as to the approaching dates, #ic.,

were announeed in ambiguous terms
wiitch comeyed exact information to
the initiated, but left A very diffsrent

L impres an the unsuspecting puhllie— |
and the police. For instance, ‘Tellow |
Lege will be in the markst on the 19th |
of the moon” or “Spotted Backs will be
for snle om the 20h™ cotdd refer muaT|r|
wall Camten  dueka and feathered |
eameén for the kitehen or to a coming
prize-fight in the secret cellar.

- - - -

(o]

-
Inspactor Wallace of the Hong Kong |
tloe was sitting quietly In his ofMce
‘ kitig the hine waters of the har
] when the boy on duty appoeared
xt the door with the cnrd of the Rev.
Herbert Bmalitrees the Union Mis-
and wfter presenting (&t to his
ief, wans told o show the viaitor In,
“Mr. Inspoctor,” bégan the Misslon-
ary, after he had accepied the proffersd
| aeat and had declined tho squally cour-
| teounly proffersd ciger, “T come to see
you thia afternoon, becattse my oon- |
s=inncs hids me do sc. 1 have heaitated
for some time, because I dislike to atir
ogp @mny troubie—eapecinily with the
Palice Department, for which I have
the greateat respect—but I fee]l that the
times has now come when |t ig My re-
| ligloun du both ar a Christlan man
andl & redident of this community, to
report 1o you that a very serious breach
of the law i1a golng on continually here,
right under you very &yes and withoot
any apparent effort being made by the
authorities to satop It.”

“Indesd! Well, that fa rather
serious charge against us, Mr. Small-

P

r

of

ftrea: may 1 ask te what you refer,
#ir?
“I refer to prise-fighting, Mr. Wal-

ince, and prize-fighting of the moat de-
grading And brotel kind. I spoks to
fend Lord Dubhbine of Aberdeen—
as you perhapa know, is visiting
in the Colomy—about it yesterday and
ha promised to bring it to the attemtion
of Covernment House, when he called
there to-day."

“I am sorry that vou did fhot report
it o e, Mir, beford you allowed §t to |
reach the sars of the Goverhor, beeatss
Iil mny make serious and quite unnec-
| essnry complications. Tall me now

exactly the facis ax you Nhow them,
being very particular, pléass, about
names snd places, Just when and

whetfa did this ‘prize-fight', as you call
| 11, take place? You have muds & charge

Incense

any country town in China”

‘“Walt a moment, please, that fsn't
all; T am Just ceming to the important
point. They aldo mald, severnl timén,
"What If the devils’ patrol had broken

{in upon them and caught them in the
(Act? "

“You are guite sura they sald that?™

"Quite pomilive, Eir, and you know
what that phrase refers to, do you not?™

“T belleve my Department la honored
with that iftle,” repliad the Engiish
officer, with & smiie,

“Yeu, wir, and It eould hever refer fo
afiy other place than just this Calony,
hecause in Macko, which 18 Portuguess,
they wouldn't havée to break in'. They
do afl that sort 8 thing right out in
public and the police generalls ook on
And rather enjoy the mcene. Jt wwos
herd and nowhere else™

"“Wail, something of that kind may
have Nappened Juwt once in
small way; but what mn
and say that ft In #till g

“Baeause he overhsard

them
"Twice avery moon, twice every moon’,
which maKes it cloar that it 'Is n regu-

my.

lar performance. And, In additlon to

| the brutal exhihition of the fight. it 1s

probably ona of the very worst of our
ndtive gambling hells, for they kept
continually referring to the size of the
wagers, which ran up into the thou-
sands. Now, therse ¥You have the whole
slory, sir, 1 give it to you exactly as It
came to me, and I think It is high time
that you =ect your native detectives at
‘work wpon the case ™

“1 will just note down In writing an

| “There 't & secret hiding place m
all the Isiand of Hong Kong that could
pomgibly hold a erowd
prize-fight I know

littio “rabbit-tunnels” am I call them,
whers they burrow under the ground
and dig out a lttle haole for two or
thres to gamhble In—we smoke ‘em out
of thess every now and then—but the
idon of their hating a regular arena
hidden away somewhare {8 quite tmpos-
sfhila, 1 repeat It sir, gquife impoaeibio!
Put what s your svidence—1hat's what
I want to get at—produce It, If you|
have any.”™

“The evidence. ®ir. s of A hearmy
nature——"
"Ah! That's fuost what I supposed:

some fooliah sative stery, 11 warrant?™

Walt a momeht, ploass: the avidence
in. 1 sy, of & hearsay nature, but of a
ikind that I bave mmplicit confidence
In——

Well, out with
rodtedl the YArnT"

"It iz no yarn at all, Mr. Inspector,®
repiled the Mimsdonary siowly and very
reriously, “it Lo the teatimony of a tried
and trusted aseistant of mine, whom I |
would trust as soan as T would the
oldest European in the Colony.”

1, then: who con-

“Well, what's the tale?
“Iisten' Coming down from Canton
tvm the alght Boat last week, bhe ocou-

pled a cabin next to two travelers who
kapt up a running conversation anth
after midnight, and the partittion belng
full of cracks, he coulda't help over-
hearing & good deal that they sald—*
“Eaves-dropping a5 usual! My gra-
elous, the curioaity of this psopla!™
| “Wall, str, you know Europsans
mometimes have a little curissity them-
| salves: but to proceed, ba kept Bearing

iphrases 1ikd thess: "Thay oertainly
fought lks demona” “The place was
pacrked with their supporiery’; “They

vare clinehed o & death grip’: "They
acteally had to pafl them apart': ete
lets. Mow, {f that doosn't Indlcate fizht-
ing of the most bhrutal kimd, what
Acas T

“Tt oeriainly looks that way, Mr,
|an.ittrm. but there fan't a word there
to Iindiceats that the fAght took piace

gathered for n |
they have thelr |

onthnag of thie " remnrked the Tnapestor
as he rose and renched for lis desk-pad
"and Captain Brownlow and 1 will talk
it all over thim evening. Therea may
be something in it and there may not—
for Lord knows you ean hear some-
ihing néw 18 golng on in this queer
land every day you Ifve—but at any
rate, wa want you and all the good
reajidenta here to know that this De-
partmsmt s doing all in its power to
ketp the moral tone of the Island high.
CGood afternoon, air!™

“Good afterncon and thank ¥ou,™ an-
swered the reversfid gentleman as he
passed out intg the court-yard .

That evening the two English hends
of the police forde spont a gqulst bat
imersating hour In discussing the com-
plaint of the Misdonnry and in wondsre-
Ing whother it could be pomsibie that &
contest of this kind Bad actally taken
pinds In thelr midet and been ap care-
fully and sé succéaxfully comcealsd.

"Ooodnead knows, it may be™ laconie-
dlly remarked Brownlow, “for all you
znd 1T Know to the conirary, they may
be slugging each other now right under
this very private offite, thirty feet or
more under ground and you =nd I
a-gitting bere in blissful lgnorance, as
the poct saye"™

“Hardly that™ replled the Imspector,
“for these headquarters are resting on
solld granits; but (t's just possible they
may have burrowed a inrger tunnet

part of the town. Do you remember
the day we opened up tHat o138 drain by

of them burisd-there Wie moles, sleep-
ing off the effects of the opium?T™

“1 &0 Indeed, sir, and the wonder was

than we've found yet under some other |

the post-office and found & whole mf‘ﬂ.

urner

| how any human balngs eould have sur-
vived 11, for it surely wan worse than
the old RAlack Holé of Calcutta In tha
days of the Mutiny™

“Dr. Bradlaw of the Church Missidn
Howpital falls me ad how Be belloves
they can get along with leas fresh alr
than any human beings that ever lived.
|Fays fhey not only close up &ll the
windowa In the hospital, but aetually
ftuff up &il tha ventliators and air-
| holes with Bits of paper, so that not a
breath can get in™

“You're right, PBrovnlaw, T don'l bhe-
Heve our laws of e and axygen apply
to this portion of the Bhuman riuce.
Well, as to this prize-fNight story. T
fuggedt we get the flena of the native
|t upon it aAnd s=e what they think
of 118 poasibilities™ -

*Right you are, sir, and here’s Hoping
thit if ther have dug right under un

they won't think It worfh whils ta put
| f¥namite in the tunne! and blow us all
up, wir.* -

“Oh! They'll never 80 that”

““Why not, pray?

“Why, don't you remember that old
Kang, who was an ihe forée two yoirs
llgn, expiained to us that tHe Chinese
|

considersd that & terriblh wasts of time
and strength; just to dig &L tunnel for
the sake of blowing it up, even If it Ald
#=rd the ‘Toreign devil' with it into
the air?™

“Yeu, T belleve he 414, sir”

In adcordancs with the above agree-
ment the hative staff of afficers and
|d0h_-r-ltﬁes wnas taken infd conpuliation,
"but they didn't give the story much

Jar
.
;,:-’"f,‘".:

Joining statercom could have had no
abjsct in concocling a falsehood of that
kind, It was sfmply & recalling of a
scena of which one of them had been A
spactator and shich the other aiready
knew about. What leaked ont Was mim-
ply what went fhrough the ‘orncks sof
the partition. There wAs unquestion-
ably & fight, and & fight of a very
brutal Affure, accompanied by very
heavy betting on the rival candidates.
It also looks very much as if it wns
something that took piice reguinriy,
froam  the remarks, ‘Twies in  every |
moon’. It ia also very elear Lhat It
must have been in mome place whore
forelgn officers would have been MHable
to interfere. and of coursa this could
not hiave been on native sofl. However™
—here ha =poks~ very BRlowly and
thoughtfully——""wa have no right to im-
medintely jomp st the gonehision that
It wasa In Mong Kong, far Thers nre
other posathilitien. The Mev. Mr. Fmall-
tree's eriticlam of your Depaltment fz
therefore hasty and consegquently quite
unfaie.”

“I am glad to know you fesl that way
Ahout #t, Mr. Wang. It rellevey my
mind. People are very quick to ac-
cune the police of negiigenes, @hepn all
the time Wwe may be doing the very
besy we can, hut we nre n_lmpl’ sTup~
Ing In the dark.”™

“I quits iunderstand that, Mr. Wal-
lace, T have suffered from the same
king of' efitielsm myself, Now, you
will be good enough to lot me have my
ususl ten days or two weeks 1o £0 Into
the matier thoroughly, and, in the
meantime, If anything ras uwp, 1 will
let you know. Venerabls Grand Cner™
ha cried to the aged miafrop in the
| lowes Ball.” “Renew the tea eré the

#

grasped the point and what his eom-
ment upon It would be.

tify a singly one of thoss who were
présent?™ he Asked.

“Not ponitively, but he alluded 1o
mna of them as “sweetening™ the
wngers, which leads me to suspect a
dedler In sugar.”

The Abbot thought for a whils and
than sald: *It is not likely that any
one of them was new at the gamse, |
espécially those who played the very |
Iarge stakes. Tt must have been one
| who had learnsa the trick at the for-
vign horse raced. Wa will hquire
carefully tomorrow and see if we cAn
trace any sugar merchant who won or
who lost heavily at thg native hooth
during the May feason AL the Happy
Valley Ceourse. This may Eive up o
valuable clue”

“A brilliant thourht, ‘my Veneralle
Father.” exclalmed Wang Foo, “and|
ona well worthy of Four careful and
sugmentive mind; we will mer tpan It
without delny. Once having securod
him, we can, by proper meana, force
out of him the names of oithers and
then we shall be on the falr way o
discover the 'Cripple” and the "Poeck-
markad’ and locats their secret meet-
ing place™ -

They talked and talked well on into
the night, but even with =1l the evi-
dence they had nelther of them seemed
to be satisfled In his own mind thal
the fight had acically taken place In
the Colany, “It ia too new, too mnew.”
repeated the Ahtot, as he bowed Kl
guest towdrd the deor, “our people
have thelp own vices, Ax wWe well know,
and unfortunately they mnra learmning
others from the ocean-men (forelen-

honorable guest deparia. Old Chang!

wE D e

ers), but It la far oo early in our his-

“Where did the prize-fight take place?

asked Yang, 65 he siezed his wrests
@t fus grasp of steel.

credenne
|1 well-nigh Imposaible for n gathering
aof that size to tdke place resulnrly
without {ts leaking oue, and, besides
that, prige-fighting was reéally a west-
ern form of amusement for which the
Celestinl had not yet any very great
fondness, The whele affalr would probe
ably bave heen allowsd to quletly dle
nut, had not the persistent Mr. Small-
tree tnken it upon himself to ntrade
into the sacred precincts of Government
Housa and repeat to Bir Arthur Wayne-
Evington Lhe repart of Lord Dubbine of
Abordesn. This led His Excellency to
send for Inspector Wallace and to in-
Kist unem & thorongh and sxhaustive
semrch being made as to whether any-
thing In the nature of a prizefight
could have actually taken place in the
Coltmy—under ground or above ground
—wwithout the knowiledge of the aythori-
tiee, The Inspacicr, In his Ailemma.

hetplful friend in the matier of unravel-
ing crime, and o0 that evening found
him by appointment in the upper reom
of Na. 5-5-5 In the Red Cloud Alley,
smoking a esothing cheroot {n 1he arm-
chair of the great Wang Foo, the Prince
of Chinesa detectivea

» Wang Foo lntened long and patiently

asual eareful notea In the well-worn
ioather note-book from hia slesvs.

*Yaou are Iinclined then™ msaid the
Inspector, “to place considerables cred-
lence in tha Christian teacher's story?™

r"‘l‘nu eoe, testimony of that kind Is
always of grent valus, because it s un-
i intentivoal. The passengers in the ad-

maturally torned ta his best and most |

to the Inspector's story, making  his-

“Yes, decidedly,” replied the detective, |

They agreed that it would | (addreswing the gafelierper) have the |tory for them I beltevs, ta have gone

horn lantern lighted and show
(Qcean Mandarin's chalr safely to
Alley's mouth."

“It Is already
Ong orders®’
Efrnm the native mervants, as ths 18-
Iu:am'rnr rose 1o bid his genial host
"Good-night”,

- - - - -

Severn] days had passed slnece the
intérview in Wang Foo's room In the
Red Cloud Alley and while nothing
new of any value had come from the
palbce oar Chinsse detective had
gleansd several points of Interest from
a close crose-questioning of the nagive
tepcher. While he had no! bean alle
to extrict from him the actuh] names
of the combintants—fo- thesse, in spile
of hiz careful liatening, he had heen
unable to catech—he had made
|that " ome of them was spotted or
scArrad on the hack, fprobably from
smallpox; and that the other was lams
i(a -ather strange handicap for =»
fighter In good trim, if truely or bHow-
legged. This he gathered from the|
tencher's repeated assertion that he
heard one of them alluded to as "Old
Crodked Legs”. This wash't vary much
in the way of identification, but =t
Jeast it wag something, and he took It
with him on tha evening that hs wan!|
to the Temple of the Quean of Fleaven |
to talk the cass over with his old)|
friend, the Abbot !
After the usual ceremonial greetings
and the hot tea and pipes, they sat|
down in the Inner curiained apariment

the
the

done as the Grand

tand Wang Foo unfoided the evidence

in detail, pausing svery few moments |
‘to see whether his Venerable Falber

eame hack simultancoualy |

fuse |

into thizx sort orf thing. XNot vet,
|Fet—aome day, perhapa. Alans!
lnot yet, thank the Buddhas!”

| A fny or two's earefnl lnqulry among |
the jockers and pony-lioys Al the race|
coUrEe Liles—made by Wang Foo In|
;1.‘:9 disguise of a paddlar of lottéry
tickets, of which articls they were |
Hheral purchassrs—ravealed the faot|
| that ¥op Hoy, the sugnr dealer, was
the moat liberal patron of the bLetting
| booth &t the last Spring Meeting, and
both Wang Foo and ithe Ablot fell
sure enough of tha 1dentity to inveigle
| fm into the Temple and there to ap-
| ply the Chiness “third degree’.

"Whers d4id the prize-fight take
piace ™ asked Wang, as he sle=en ade
wrists In Hie grasp of steel And Jooked
siraight Into ki startied sres.

"What prize-fight™ esxclatmed the
astoniahed Hop Hor. “Prize-fight?|
Why I never attended a prize-fight in |
my life. That (s the ocean-man's
gama; we Chinexe have 8o such wice o

“The nrize-fight betwesn a pock-
marked man and a crippie™ sald the
Detective, “you know, you wrelch tho

not |
but

x

|one where you ‘sugared” the plls with
|m thousand dollara TYou know:
| with It quiekt™

Gut

“A pock-marked miag and a cripple?
I 4o not know what You mean.” hel
protested |

ST 0w, fight between ‘Spotted |
Back™ and “(0d Crooked Legs’. Where|
was [t? Tell us quicrkly.” interrupted
the Abbol "or by all the Buddhas the
vengrance of the Queen of Heaven will
fall upon you™

“'Spetied Back' and Tellow Legs'!™

1he

{the souna of “yellow™ clossly resein-

bling “crooked™) erfed the trembling
“And you haven't Been ahis to MMén- iman as & sudden ray of Hght spread

o'er hin faee. “Why, that was—
“Whisper ! Whisper It!™ salg Wang
Foo, “whisper it to the Wencrahle
fFather; speak It not alond. for the
very Walls of the Temple hare ears™
tlop Hoy leaned forward and whis-
pered inlo the Abbot'y earg a few short
words. Tha offect was parfectly sloc-
trical. The Venerable Father started
back In astonikhment, then smiled, and
finally broke out into a langh And axs
claiming: “We might hava known _as
much!™ himseil whispared the myater]-
ois words toe Wang Foo, upon whom
they produced the very same efect
The secret wag all our now. Tha con
fenslon was btief, but complets, -n:
all that réemained was for Hop Hoy 10
bersonally conduprt the kreat Detective
to the underground Arehn AKA f4r Hs
intier In furn to make the same revela-
tlon te Inspoctor Whallace and  the
pollee—if he thought it wise so to do.
014 Chang, the gatekeeper, made a
Epecial trip to Policea Headquarters the
following morning benring a preecious
setled document from Wang Foo to
be deallvéred 1o the lospector in Persan.,
It eontalned theee slgnificant words:

“My Gear Mr, Wailaca;

“Afl s up. We have discoversi
the ring whetas tha hloody contest
took place; have secured whe prinet-
pal witnesy and also the persen eof
the victorious ‘Yellow Legs. 1 re-
gTet to say that poor ‘Bpotted Dack’,
hls opponent ls still suffering from
nis Injuriés and unala te appoar,
but w% h#tve made It Impossible for
Bim to sacape.

“It ig a little uhusual, but native
Mean of Justics ang propricty de-
mand that the criminunl shall be
transported In & Wooflen cage Wo
will produee him at Headquarters at
noon today, and | shall be glad to
have yog invite His Excellency and
Rev., Mr, Emalitree to be present
when ha |8 carried in. The cage
(whiel we have brought from Can-
ton) will be eafefnlly covered whils
passing through ths strests, so aAa
not to excitea the public—esspecially
the Europeans, who might not un-
derstang i .

“Very cordially yours,
“Wang Feo.

“P, 8E—You might Include Tord

Dubbing In the party If he Is still

in town.™
L - - - -
Tt was jtst five minutes {o twelve

when Heng Kong's famous Deteefive
alightad from hilg wsedan-cHAlr and
PRaded into the private ofMics of the In-
spactor. The Invited giuesls Were all
thera. Ti was ensy to séa thay (hey
wera awalting with tha deatpeat inter-
eft—mot 1o say naxlelv—this exposurs
of the prizse-fight in their midst, and
wersa wondering at the andncity—aven
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of Wing Yoo with all his prestige—
of transporting a eriminal in nn old-

fashiohal punishment-onpe  throueh
the #streetn of ths divilized British
Colony. He was formally introduced
and afose to addresas thom
“Tho prisoner, the prisoner!" they
all erled In unison, N
“"Yellow Legs and the sage' Whara

ara they? Haven't you brought him™
eagerly Inquired the Inspector, bezin-
ning to fear a disappointment,

“Gentlemen” mld the Man of Mys-
tery. us with a sweeping gesture has
produced s ltfle paper paueckags from
his silken sleeve, “behold .the eriminal
and the prison!"” He, acwrapped be-
fore their astonishad ®ves o tinr wils
low enge and In St &4 yellow-lagged
chirping cricket!

“What means this pleassatry and
why do yod triflea with us thls wny™
anked the Governoer as he srosy and
addressad Wang oo,

“Your Ewcsllency.” rveplled e Tie-
tective with the most courteoms of
bows, “thia i{s no plénsantry, It g the
simpls vonvarnished troth. Listen te
me, T bég you, for a moment. This
whole thing s an ilTustration of the
mistake of applying a Eurdpean con-

ceplion (o an Awxlatie transactlind, A
conteft of strength-—a prize-fight |f
vou wish o to call 1t —takes plane n

vour midst &and vou spring at onde
the conclusion that the combatants nre
of courss human bhelngs Thia does not
follow at all ‘In China. T have listaned
carefilly 10 evéry word of the evidancy
and thers Ia not a aylinble from end to
end that does not apply ae well to an
insect ag o A man—sead it nver your-
pelvey and acknowleden that | am cors
rect.
"F

rory nation has s owm form of

| leant harmfi) of all

prize-fighting: bulls In Spain, bears In
Russia, crocodiles in Egvpt, cobray in
Indis—everything from quadropeda to
insee. —erlokets In China, the Jast and
1t 1s only in eivil.
fzrq and refined Furops and America
that thexse brafalizing contedls are
taken part in by humaa beings.

“By Jove'! TYou Enow, that la really
most mysterions and interesting.® was
Lord Duhbine response on behalf of
the assembled oompany,

- - - - Ld

*Mr Inspectar,™ remarked Wang
Foo, sn be ecailed at the office a fow
days aftar the denowment T want youn
to accept this Hitls gift in mem of
yvour first rea] Chinese prize-Asht"™ up-
wrapping =% he spoke, a delicate packs
age of yellow nilk,

“What is I, pray™

“It s a little Incenss-burner of
bronze. You sée, it 1s & e¢cieket! And
herg ars fiva sticks of ineense—the

saered Chinese number 6f good Juck—
{6 go with it One (g neartéd In elthey
éxe, an® in hiz head, one in his mouth
and one in the middle of his back
Light them some time after & Jong and
wenry day's work and vou Wil find
them moast refroabing. They wil] puri-
fy the atmoaphors ™

“Thank you most heartily, Mr.
Wang.” resiled the Inspector, as he
gratefully accspted the gift. “I shall
foel most hanpy, as the Immorta)
THckens sald, alwaye to have a ericket
on my hearth!*

“Yea answered the Disciple of Con-
ius, “it 1s similar 1o the sentiment
In the great Boolk of Poetry

“Chirp! Chirp? Little visitor,
Always Welcome to our bomel™
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